va{‘atienaf Guild of Aeu;jimcture & Orlental Medicine
OPEIU Guild Local 62, AFL—CI{}

Ofﬂce & Professnonal Employees International Unlon OPE!U Guild 62, AFL CIO CLC
www.ngaom.org

February 14,2013
| iNTERi’RETING CALE RESULTS: 2000 THROUGH 2012
IMPLICATIONS FOR AOM TRAINING REFORM

The August 2012 CALE Pass Rate controversy is a sentinel event. The overall pass rate for the August 2012
CALE was 39%. The cut score for that administration was 76%. Based on this partial information two ad
hoc student groups retained attorneys to pursue the CAB with the goal of rescoring the CALE using “a
traditional 70% cut score.” Such a practice is against current regulations that prohibit setting an arbitrary cut

score. 1

Instead of yielding to pressure from the progr. ams and students the current EO and CAB has embarked on a
campaign to educate its members. The EO undertook her own investigation and hired an'mdependent
investigator named by the Department of Consumer Affalrs to find out what happened.

The complete CALE outcomes data from 2011 and 2012 are now available on the CAB website as required
by law thanks to the hard work of Ms. Thorfinnson and her staff.

CALE Pa_ss Rates differentiate between First Time takers and Repeat takers. H‘istorical[y,2 First Time takers
~ have always scored better than Repeat takers by a margin of 15% to 20%. Since 2000 the average pass rate
* for First Time takers is 70.39%; for Repeat takers the average is 53 51%. In Aug 2012 the Flrst Trme takers

~ pass rate was 77.1%; for Repeat takers it was 1. 76%
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'The current uproar concerning the “unusually” low pass rate on the Aug 2012 CALE can now be understood
by examining Figure 1. The overall pass rate conceals the reaI story. : :

' B&P 1399.443(2)(b)
2 The CAB website posts CALE outcomes by program and language since December 2000. Through Aug 2012 these comprrse 23

separate CALE administrations. A
: : i
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- The Aug 2012 Pass Rate for First Time takers - 77% - was actually the third highest pass rate in 25
CALE administrations since 2000.

» The Aug 2012 Pass Rate for Repeat takers was less than 2% (two percent).
The Repeat taker pass rate is so far below the 50% average pass rate for Repeat takers that it can only be

viewed as a red flag. Keep in mind that First Time and Repeat takers complete the exact same CALE.
Something unusual occurred in the Aug 2012 CALE administration.

The CALE has an unfortunate history. In 1988 a CAB member was arrested for selling answers and rigging
the CALE to signal test takers who paid for the clues. That individual was sentenced to five years in prison.
The current controversy is viewed by some as related to that shameful past. That view is incorrect.

__This time the current CAB blew the whistle on the cheaters.

We believe the current investigations will demonstrate that the incredibly low Pass Rate for Repeat takers in
Aug 2012 is tied to the discovery of “cheat books” being used by CALE Repeat takers. The August 2012
CALE was compromised by unscrupulous members of the training program community who collected
CALE questions over many years then published and sold “cheat books.”

he scandal has shed light on another long- standmg problem that constitutes a clear danger to the consumer
-public; the existence of schools on the CAB approved schools list that provide quasi- legal entry to the USA
under student visas, and/or generate tultxon revenue from naive students.

These schools can be easily identified using CALE outcomes. The “visa schools” have the fewest graduates
who take the CALE. The “tuition schools™ have the highest number of repeat takers with the lowest pass
rates. For every three Repeat takers there are two First Time takers. We believe this ratio is unprecedented in
health professions education.’ Schools that exist as tuition mills and visa portals should never have been
approved by the CAB. Most of the current CAB approved schools are ACAOM accredited.

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS: The CALE is a rich resource for evaluating overall performance of

California approved acupuncture training programs. The information contained in the CALE database can
and should be used to review the worthmess of acupuncture schools included on the CAB list of approved

schools

Hugh G. Morison, LAc, Central CA VP, NGAOM, OPEIU #62, AFL-CIO

hmorison@sbc'global.net / cell 213-220-2936

* There is approximately 1 Repeat taker for every 4 First Time takers on the Physician Assistant exam.
http://www.thepalife.com/pance-failure-and-pass-rate-physician-assistant-certification-exam/

For more information contact Steven H. Stumpf, EdD, sstumpfi@stevenstumpf.com, 818-571-3930



https://sstumpfi'a)stevenstumpf.com
http://www.thepalife.com/pance-failure-and-pass-rate-physiciancassistant-certification-exam
mailto:hmorison@sbcglobal.net
www.ngaom.org




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		20130523_11.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 3



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Needs manual check		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

